


BYLAWS OF 
THE TEXAS DEMOCRATIC WOMEN OF THE SOUTH PLAINS
 
ARTICLE I-NAME
 
Sec. i-This organization shall be known as Texas Democratic Women of the South Plains (TDW 
South Plains, TDWSP).
 
ARTICLE II-PURPOSE
 
Sec. i-TDWSP will promote the increased political activity and influence of Democratic women 
in Texas politics and government.
 
ARTICLE III-POLICY
 
Sec. i-TDWSP does not endorse one Democrat in opposition to another Democrat.
 
Sec. ii-TDWSP will provide training and other support for Democratic women working in party 
organizations, campaigns, and/or seeking party or public office.
 
Sec. iii-TDWSP will work to promote increased representation of women in party organizations 
and government institutions.
 
Sec. iv-TDWSP will promote legislative, executive and judicial policies that enhance equitable 
representation of women in party organizations and government affairs.
 
ARTICLE IV-MEMBERSHIP
 
Sec. i-Any Democrat who supports Article II-Purpose, and Article III-Policies of TDWSP’s 
bylaws shall be eligible to apply for membership.
 
Sec. ii-TDWSP members in good standing shall be individuals whose dues are current.

ARTICLE V-DUES
 
Sec. i-Regular annual dues shall be $20 per person; Sustaining annual dues shall be $25 per 
person; Patron annual dues shall be $50 per person; and Finance Council annual dues shall be $120 or more.

a. Dues shall be payable at the beginning of the calendar year (January 1).
b. Members shall renew their dues to TDWSP each year to be considered in good 		standing for that year.

c. Those who join after November 1 shall be considered paid through December 		31 of the following year.
 
Sec. ii-TDWSP shall collect membership dues in accordance with these bylaws and policies set 
forth by TDW.

a. TDWSP shall retain $10 from the dues of members at all levels and remit the	 	balance for members at all levels to TDW.

b. The TDWSP Treasurer shall enter the name, contact information, chapter office 		if any, and membership level into the TDW membership database for each 		member and submit a hard copy or electronic spreadsheet of said information and 
the requisite portion of dues owed to TDW to the TDW State Treasurer. 
 
ARTICLE VI-OFFICERS
 
Sec. i-Chapter officers shall be President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, and 		immediate Past President, and four (4) at-large members.
 
Sec. ii-The term of office shall be for one year or until the officer’s successor is elected.
 
Sec. iii-Terms of office shall begin the day after the election.
 
 
ARTICLE VII-NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
 
Sec. i-The President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer and two (2) at-large Board 
members shall be elected at the Annual Meeting in January.
 
Sec. ii-Only members in good standing are eligible for office and eligible to vote.
 
Sec. iii-There shall be no proxy voting.
 
Sec. iv-A person who fills an unexpired term of more than six (6) months shall be considered to 
have served a full term of office.
 
Sec. v-In an election with two (2) candidates on the ballot, the candidate with a simple majority 
shall be elected.
 
Sec. vi-In an election with three (3) or more candidates, the candidate with 50% plus one of the 
votes shall be elected.  If no candidate receives 50% plus one of the votes, an immediate runoff election shall be held between the two candidates receiving the most votes, and the candidate with a simple majority shall be elected.
 
Sec. vii-The Executive Board shall appoint, by majority vote, a member in good standing to fill a 
vacancy in an office for the remainder of the term at the first meeting after the vacancy occurs.
 
ARTICLE VIII-DUTIES OF OFFICERS
 
Sec. i-The President shall:

a.  Preside at the Annual Meeting and at all Executive Board and Business 			Meetings.

b.  Appoint non-voting members of the Board.

c.  Appoint standing committee chairs.

d.  Appoint special committees.

e.  Serve as an ex officio (non-voting) member of all committees except 			Nominations.

f.  Set meeting dates and prepare the agenda.
 
Sec. ii-The Vice President shall:

a.  Perform the duties of the President when the President is absent.

b.  Email notifications of upcoming TDWSP events and meetings to the general				membership.

c.  Oversee and update TDWSP social media accounts.

d.  Perform other duties as directed by the President.
 
Sec. iii-The Secretary shall:

a.  Record minutes of all Executive Board and Business Meetings, and distribute 		the minutes as directed by the President in a timely manner.

b.  Record attendance at all meetings by roll call or written sign in for inclusion 		with all meeting minutes.

c.  Keep copies of all records, agendas, minutes, and reports in a permanent file.

d.  Maintain a current membership roster.
 
Sec. iv-The Treasurer shall:

a.  Be the custodian of funds in bank accounts; and pay all bills upon 			authorization by the President.

b.  Submit a written financial report that details the sources of funds received and				the purposes and payees of funds disbursed at all Board and Business 				Meetings.

c.  Keep an itemized record of all financial reports, receipts and expenditures in a 				permanent file.

d.  File timely campaign finance reports with the Texas Ethics Commission as 		prescribed for a Texas GPAC or MPAC.

e.  Update the TDW online membership database as new members join and 			existing members renew their dues and as chapter officers change.

f.  Submit the requisite amount of state dues with a list or spreadsheet providing 				the names and membership levels of the members to whom they 					correspond to the TDW State Treasurer.

g. Submit the requisite annual Chapter charter renewal fee to the TDW State				Treasurer in January of each year.
 
Sec. v-The Board Members At-Large shall:

a.  Serve as voting members of the Board.

b.  Perform other duties as assigned by the Board or the President.
 
ARTICLE IX- STANDING COMMITTEES
 
Sec. i- Standing Committees of TDWSP shall be the Membership and Nominations.
 
Sec. ii-The Membership Committee shall:

a.  Undertake activities to grow chapter membership numbers.

b.  Keep up with and respond to members’ significant life events.

c.  Undertake activities to raise participation in chapter activities.  

d.  Undertake activities to recognize members’ contributions to the success of			 	TDWSP.
 
Sec. iii-The Nominations Committee shall:

a.  Publicize to members the duties of each Executive Board office.

b.  Develop a slate of candidates to be presented at the January Annual Meeting 				where officers are elected.
 
Sec. iv-Standing Committees shall be composed of 3 or more TDWSP members in good standing 
including the committee Chair. Committee Chairs shall recruit members for their 
respective Committees in consultation with the Executive Board.
 

ARTICLE X-MEETINGS
 
Sec. i-The Executive Board shall meet at least four (4) times annually.

a. At least fourteen (14) days written notice shall be given to all TDWSP 					members with the date, time, place, and items of business to be					considered on the agenda.

b. Any TDWSP member in good standing may attend an Executive Board 					Meeting but shall not have the floor unless recognized by the presiding 				officer.
 
Sec. ii-The President or a majority of the Executive Board members may call Special Executive 
Board meetings as they deem necessary.	

a. At least seven (7) days written notice shall be given to all TDWSP members 				with the date, time, place, and items of business to be considered at the 				Special Meeting on the agenda.

b. Any TDWSP member in good standing may attend a Special Meeting of the 				Executive Board but shall not have the floor unless recognized by the				presiding officer.
 
Sec. iii-General membership meetings shall include:

a. An Annual Meeting to conduct business that shall include the election of 				Chapter officers in January.

b. Business Meetings each month, February through November.

c. Program Meetings open to the public each month, February through October.

d. No member shall have more than one (1) vote at a meeting where business is 				conducted and there shall be no voting by proxy.

e. At least seven (7) days written notice shall be given to all TDWSP members 				with the date, time, place, and items of business to be considered on the 				agenda for any general membership meeting where business is to be 				conducted.  
 
ARTICLE XI-EXECUTIVE BOARD
 
Sec. i-The Executive Board shall consist of nine (9) members, consisting of the President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, the immediate Past President of TDWSP, and four 
(4) elected Board Members At-Large.
 
Sec. ii-The Executive Board shall set policy for TDWSP, determine its programs, and take all 
actions authorized or required by these bylaws, the laws of Texas, and applicable 
campaign finance and Internal Revenue Service regulations.
 
Sec. iii-No Executive Board member shall have more than one (1) vote and no voting by proxy 
shall be allowed.
 
Sec. iv-A quorum shall consist of a majority of the members of the Executive Board; board 
members may participate in a board meeting by telephone.
 
ARTICLE XII-DISSOLUTION
 
Sec. i- TDWSP may disband by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members in good standing at a 
Business Meeting or Annual Meeting where the issue has been included on the agenda.
 
Sec ii-All funds remaining in TDWSP bank accounts shall be conveyed to TDW.

Sec. iii-Minutes of the meeting at which the decision to disband was voted upon shall be sent to 
the TDW President and TDW Membership Committee Chair.
 
Sec. iv-A termination report shall be filed with the Texas Ethics Commission.
 
ARTICLE XIII-AMENDMENTS
 
Sec. i-These bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of TDWSP members attending a 
monthly Business Meeting or the Annual Meeting.
 
Sec. ii- Proposed amendments to be considered shall be supplied in full in writing to all TDWSP 
members with the meeting agenda.
 
Sec. iii-A copy of the amended bylaws shall be immediately sent to the chair of the TDW 
Membership Committee and the TDW President along with a copy of the official minutes of the meeting at which they were adopted.

Amended January 7, 2023



